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— i 20. m b — Noah ... debased i
18 The sons of Noah who came out of the Ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth — Ham being follows Rashi. Noah debgse:s:,-mshe?fg ' Jfﬁrf;aﬁ?:f;";;‘
the father of Canaan. '* These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole world was much that he planted a vineyard before any other trees.
spread it Sther commentators render this phrase as Noah began:
oah was the first one to plant vi ds individ-
20 Noah, the man of the earth, de.based himself and plantediq vineyard. 2' He drank of the wine ual grapevines, so great F"”as t:,i: ?r’::i:gr?g:e\;::? .;r:::::g
and became drunk, and he uncovered himself within his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw ingly, this phrase introduces the ensuing episode.
© IR W — The man of the earth. The word wx implies
mastery; Noah was the “master” because the earth had been )
_% 32 193 J'J saved thanks to him (Rashi). Alternatively, Noah is associ-

Another observation in connection with Noah's title:
man g 2130 4113732 127 MK — R’ Berechyah said: In the follow-
ing regard, we find that Moses was more beloved than Noah:
"TITRT WP RIP) “PYTY WK KIpawn M) — Noah, after having
been called a righteous man (above, 6:9), was called a man of
the earth.™  »mabi v K793 My LR K men bax —
However, Moses, after having been called an Egypﬁan man
(Bzodus 2:19), was called the man of God (Deuteronomy 33:1).%%
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STRIKING TRANSFORMATION TAKES:- PLACE IN

Noach'’s life as the parashah progresses. In_the open-

»ing pasuk of the parashah, Noach is described as
ish tzaddik, tamim hayah bedorosav. Noach is a thoroughly
righteous man, perfect in his generation. At the end of the
recounting of the story of the Flood we find Noach described
as ish ha'adamah, a man of the earth. The Midrash contrasts |
Noach's transformation with that of Moshe Rabbeinu. When
Moshe arrived in Midyan, Yisro's daughter referred to him as

~rish Mitzri, an Egyptian man (Shemos 2:19). Toward the very

end of Moshe's life, the Torah confers upon him the loftiest
of titles: ish HaElokim, a man of God (Devarim 33:1).

This Midrash describes succinctly the great challenge
every individual faces. \ﬂg_anhayej_ﬂte_of_spmm\gmwth./
Each and every one of us can make the transition from ish
Mitzri to ish HaElokim. But we can also travel the opposite
path. We can descend, as Noach did, from the exalted title “ish
tzaddik” to the less-than-complimentary “ish ha'adamah.”
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ated with the earth because he was skilled at working it (/bn
Ezra), or because he devoted himself to cultivating the
earth, rather than to building cities (Ramban).
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18-27. The intoxication and shame of Noah. The Torah
records a shameful event through which Noah was humili-
ated and which resulted in the blessings and curse that influ-
ence the trend of history to this very day. It demonstrates
that even the greatest people can become degraded if they

lose control of themselves, and it shows, through the differ-
ent reactions of his sons and grandson, that crisis brings out
the true character of people. Thus, it is a powerful lesson in
historv and marality
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«Vlo Pyedei nisavon — And not into the power of a test.”
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{Wﬁ‘ not only want to avoid coming to the path of error, but by peamn TS LARTE1
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we also want to avoid the temptations that may take us there wwamY 797 1977 noAn & I
in the first place.?®® We all face challenges throughout ou oo

day. We find ourselves struggling in one way or another in ——

familiar and unfamiliar circumstances. Here, we ask Hashem T TR

for the fortitude to overcome these nisyonos, these tempting j_v, o
provocations. Althoigh*we all possess an innate sense of 9372 T OIRLA ,IPATR WD D190 NYULIA ORI RPN DInK
truth, we need Divine help to activate our inner tenacity and vy TR RONY IR M0 IRLN NBNOM ArN23 B'H )7 NN
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But there is an obvious question here. Noach's agrarian
career did not begin after he exited the teivah. In fact, Rashi
in Parashas Bereishis (6:29) tells us that Noach earned his
name, which means “to ease,” by introducing innovations
that made the agriculture industry much easier. If Noach®s
occupation was the same before and after the Mabul (Flood),
why was he referred to as ish tzaddik prior to the Mabul and
ish ha'adamah after the Mabul?

Two Midrashim explain Noach's decline in prominence,
and although the two Midrashim seem to take different

approaches, the message we derive from them is one and (L ‘
DTN PUTS WARMY MY IR TODA TN PR DNKNS Wipna YW 172 MY,

the same.

One Midrash notes the unusual word used to describe

Noach planting the vineyard. Vayachel Noach — MNoach
.debased himself. How did he debase himself? By planting a
vineyard first, explains the Midrash.

When Noach left the teivah, he was supposed to replenish
all the crops that had been destroyed by the Mabul. In fact,
he took samplings of all the crops into the teivah with him for
the express purpose of replanting after the Mabul.

By choosing to plant a vineyard first, however, Noach
showed that producing wine took priority over any g_th_er pur-
suit. This first misstep set off a spiral of descent; before long
he became drunk and shamed himself.

A different Midrash tells us that Noach was one of three
men (Kayin and Uziyahu were the others) who became so

obsessed with the land, that the land eventually caused thelr
C;p;_r_!;_l,_lq_l downfall. The Midrash then explains that after Noach
left the teivah, agriculture became his primary focus in life.
Whereas earlier he was pnmanly a tzaddik, whose occupa

as a fa_aymei
&These two Midrashim lead us to the same conclusion.
Whether or not we are conscious of it, certain actions we do

'nd choices we make distinguish us as human beings. They

expose the inner core of our personalities, after all the exter-
nals are stripped away.
2 One way to define a person is by viewing his priorities. |
Noach evidenced that his priority was to Qroduce wine there-
by classifying himself as an ish ha’adamah. Priorities are a
clear image of who you are; they decla?e}é_t.lr innermost feel-
ings to the world.

Jg If you want to know if a person is primarily involved in
spiritual pursuits or worldly pursuits, all you have to do is
observe what comes first in his life. When he wakes up in the
memgm rush to check his email, or does he rush
to shul to daven? Which envelope does he open fil rst? The
envelope that contains his child’s report card, or the one that
holds the latest report on his stock portfalio?

/2 Perhaps even more revealing than priorities is the way
people describe themselves. Noach was always involved in
agriculture, but his self-perception changed after the Mabul.
Before the Mabu! he considered himself an oved Hashem,

® who worked the fields to support his family. After the Mabul,
he began to think of himself as a farmer. He began to define
himself by his profession.

J
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This misconception is commonplace in todav’sr_:q‘g-y and
age. There is nothing wrong with going out and making a liv-
ing. But do you think of yourself as doctor first, or as a frum

--‘-“’*j-e“"? If you had to characterize yourself in one word, wotild

you choose “accountant” or “Yid”?

One of the more memorable parts of the Yom Kippur dav-
ening is the reading of Sefer Yonah at Minchah. We read that
the Tarshish-bound ship that Yonah had boarded was being
lashed by a storm, and the ship was on the verge of breaking

apart. The passengers and crew cast lots to ascertain who
was responsible for their predicament. When the lots singled
-out Yonah as the culprit, they asked him, * Wh_q; [s:}éur trade?
And from where do you come? What is your land? And from
what people are you?”

Yonah's reply seems to answer only some of their ques-

tions: “l am a Hebrew (Jew), and | fear Hashem.”

Truthfully, however, Yonah's response answered all the
questions of his fellow passengers. The people on the boat
wanted Yonah to define himself, to describe who he was
— and so he did. In fact, his answer should penetrate deep
into our hearts, until we likewise respond to similar questions
with the same words. Who are we? We are Jews, and we

fear Hashem.

With the numerous distractiens of the complex world
we live in, the means to rise to our challenge — to choose
Moshe's path over Noach's path — is to define ourselves.

his requires us to make sure our priorities are in order,
and to make sure that we are_ clearly aware of who we are,
first and foremost. o
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2N M rdsesh Roblek - Aretscrd| ~Tagyghis
Alternatively, §' Aharon Kotler (Mishnas R’ Aharon, Vol. 1, pp. 169-170,
174-175) sees this Midrash as an affirmation of the principle that one can
~f pever stagnate in the service of God. There are only two possibilities: 10
actively grow, advancing from level to spiritual level, or to fall back and
lose one’s prior attainments. According to the Vilna Gaon,.this is the
subject of averse in Proverbs (15:24 with Beur HaGra): The path of fife for
the intelligent points upward, so as to avoid [falling into] the grave below.

It was here that Noah stumbled. For a righteous man of such great
accomplishments, his regrettable choice of planting a vineyard was.a
CTEP in the wrong direction. Undoubtedly he was thinking of the many

benefits wine brings to the body, mind, and soul, as well as of the
important role it plays in the sacrificial service. But there was also a
admixture of physical desire, enough to tip his decisian in favor of be-
ginning his farming activities with this particular plant. For that reason/”
his decision was viewed as a step down, an interruption in_his ascent
on the mountain of God. And with that interruption came his inevitable

* fall —from a man of righteousness toa*

r~ By contrast, Moses never lost sight of the n fter
leading Israel out of Egypt to Mount Sinai, and from there through the
Wilderness for forty years, he saw himself as just beginning his odys-
sey of growth. “You have begun,” said Moses to God in the last year
of his life, “to show Your servant Your greatness and Your strong hand”.
(Deuteronomy 3:24). Rather than be satisfied with the intimate_under-.
standing of God that he had already achieved, Moses viewed his attain-.
ments as anly a first step, and he prayed to God for the opportunity to
build higher and higher upon the foundation he had laid, In this way
Moses rose inexorably from his humble beginnings-as “an Egyptian
man” to become a supremely fulfilled “man of God.”
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"!6 From the World of the Meshech Chochmah

31 R Eo s rsvorn

cuih The Meshech Chochmah explains that the intent of the Midrash is not

simply to chart the different trajectories of Noach and Moshe, contrasting
how they started out with how they ended up. Rather, the point is that
there is something about the way they originally were that caused them
to end up as they did.

Noach is initially called “a righteous man,” reflecting his elevated
spiritual level as an individual, He had minimal involvement with others
}around him, focusing instead on his personal religious development and
relationship with Hashem. Now, it seems that in choosing this path, he

spared himself any negative influence from his surroundings, as well
as any distraction from his devotions. Indeed, it is undeniably the case

that time spent involved in community matters is time that could have
otherwise been spent developing and elevating oneself as an individual.
And yet, Noach is criticized for not interacting with his community
and not trying to influence them for the better. Moreover, the Midrash
informs us, it was his exclusive focus on his own spiritual well-being that
Wtimately led him to a state of spiritual decline, leaving him with the
mundane and ignoble title of “a man of the earth.”
With Moshe, the opposite occurred. The Midrash notes that he was
originally called “an Egyptian man.” This was how he was referred to by
“A*Yisro's daughters when he came to their aid at the well in Midian. His
presence in that land was the result of him having to flee from Pharaoh
after killing an Egyptian in defense of a fellow Hebrew. His actions
in Egypt on behalf of others seemed only detrimental to his spiritual
advancement, as they forced him to flee to unfamiliar surroundings
and establish himself anew. And yet, the Midrash informs us that it was

) this very devation to others that led him to ultimately attain the exalted
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of ‘a
?,CB The Meshech Chochmah proceeds to refer to a Midrash that likewise
contrasts Moshe with Noach, in that Noach saved only himself while

Maoshe saved his generation as well when they sinned with the Golden
Calf.?* In truth, this contrast would appear more apt, seeing as both

Q

individuals are assessed therein in terms of what they did—or did not

do-—for their entire generation. In light of this, we can return to our

opening Midrash and receive additional insight. For although Moshe

would indeed go on, in time, to save his entire generation, his upward
X spiritual trajectory was initiated by his efforts on behalf of one fellow

Jew many years before.”

b g
e

The contrast is further accentuated when we consider that, in Noach's case, the engagement
that was expected of him with his generation would itself have been spiritual in nature—i.e.,
exhorting them to better their moral and spiritual state. In Moshe’s case, the actions he took
on behalf of his fellow Hebrew were purely in the realm of protecting their physical safety
and well-being, Yet even this was sufficient to initiate his spiritual jeurney whose ultimate
attainment would be the status of "a man of God.”

g Qo JafC Bullie Teps

The mark of a gadol, a nd
maturity, is defined by the Torah in terms of his ability to be
concerned with others. The Ribbono Shel Olam s called HaGadol . the

t. and Chazal explain this appellation to refer to Hashem's wrait
of goodness and kindness, Therein lies His gadlus. The concern that
envelops and permeates all existence is the mark of His unlimited
greatness, Hence He is HaGadol.

We are exhorted to walk in Hashem's wavs and emulate His
at;iributes: A He is called merciful, so, too, should you be merciful.”
Thus, if Hashem is called HaGadol, we too must strive to emulate
this gadius. Just as He is concerned with all Creation, so must we
atrive to emulate that all-encompassing concern.
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Ya,
“Rav Shimon's words are a reflection of those of Rav Chaim Volozhiner,

as attested to by his son about a hundred years earlier. When Rav
Yitzchak Volozhiner compiled and published his father's writings into

Nefesh HaChaim, he wrote an introduction. In it he recalled:
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He would routinely rebuke me because he saw that I do not

share in the pain of others. This is what he would constantly

tell me: that the entire person was not created for hinelf,
*buttobeofusistancetoothm,whaﬁeverheﬁndstobem g

ability to do. "
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